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H.  R.  2644 


To  amend  title  XVIU  of  the  Soeinl  Security  Act  to  ])i-ovicle  for  coverage 
of  marriage  and  family  tlierapist  senices  undei-  Medicare  pai-t  B,  and 
for  other  pinposes. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

JuxE  11,  2007 

Ml-.  Jeffekson  introduced  the  followinfj-  hill;  which  was  referi-ed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enerji^-  and  Conunerce,  and  in  addition  to  the  Connnittee  on 
Ways  and  Means,  for  a  i)eri()d  to  he  suhseciuently  determined  hy  the 
Si)eakei',  in  each  case  foi-  consideration  of  such  pro\'isi()ns  as  fall  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  connnittee  concerned 


A  BILL 

To  amend  title  X\TII  of  the  Social  Security  Act  to  provide 
tor  coverage  of  marriage  and  family  therai)ist  sendees 
under  Medicare  part  B,  and  for  other  purposes. 

1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  SECTION  1.  SHORT  TITLE, 

4  This  Act  mav  be  cited  as  the  "Medicare  Marriage  and 

5  Family  Therapist  Services  Improvement  Act". 
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1  SEC.  2.  COVERAGE  OF  MARRIAGE  AND  FAMILY  THERAPIST 

2  SERVICES  UNDER  MEDICARE  PART  B. 

3  (a)  Coverage  of  Services. — Section  1861(s)(2)  of 

4  the  Social  Security  Act  (42  U.S.C.  1395x(s)(2))  is  amend- 

5  ed—  ■  ' 

6  (1)  in  subparagraph  (Z),  by  striking  "and"  at 

7  the  end; 

8  (2)  in  subparagraph  (AA),  by  adding  at  the  end 

9  "and";  and 

10  (3)  by  adding  at  the  end  the  following  new  sub- 

11  paragi*aph: 

12  "(BB)  marriage  and  family  therapist  sen'- 

13  ices  (as  defined  in  subsection  (ccc)(l));". 

14  (b)  Definition. — Section  1861  of  such  Act  (42 

15  U.S.C.  1395x)  is  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  the  fol- 

16  lowing  new  subsection: 

17  "(CCC)   iV'LuiRIAGE  AND  F.VJNIILY  TlIEIUPIST  SeRV- 


18  ICES. — (1)  The  term  'marriage  and  family  therapist  serv- 

19  ices'  means  sei^ces  performed  by  a  marriage  and  family 

20  therapist  (as  defined  in  paragraph  (2))  for  the  diagnosis 

21  and  treatment  of  mental  illnesses,  which  the  marriage  and 

22  family  therapist  is  legally  authorized  to  perform  under 

23  State  law  (or  the  State  regulatoiy  mechanism  provided  by 

24  State  law)  of  the  State  in  which  such  sendees  are  per- 

25  formed,  as  would  otliei-\vise  be  covered  if  fiu-nished  by  a 

26  physician  or  as  an  incident  to  a  physician's  professional 
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1  service,  but  only  if  no  facility  or  other  provider  charges 

2  or  is  paid  any  amounts  with  I'espect  to  the  furnishing  of 

3  such  semces. 

4  "(2)  The  term  'marriage  and  family  therapist'  means 

5  an  individual  who — 

6  "(A)  possesses  a  master's  or  doctoral  degTee 

7  which  qualifies  for  licensure  or  certification  as  a 

8  marriage  and  family  therapist  pursuant  to  State 

9  law; 

10  "(B)  after  obtaining  such  degree  has  performed 

11  at  least  two  years  of  clinical  supei-vised  experience  in 

12  marriage  and  family  therapy;  and 

13  "(C)  in  the  case  of  an  individual  performing 

14  services  in  a  State  that  provides  for  licensure  or  cer- 

15  tification  of  marriage  or  family  thei-apists,  is  li- 

16  censed  or  certified  as  a  marriage  and  family  thera- 

17  pist  in  such  State.". 

18  (c)  Provision  for  Payment  Under  Part  B. — Sec- 

19  tion     1832(a)(2)(B)     of     such     Act     (42  U.S.C. 

20  1395k(a)(2)(B))  is  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  the  fol- 

21  lov\ing  new  clause: 

22  "(y)  marriage  and  family  therajjist  sei-y- 

23  ices;". 

24  (d)  Amount  of  Paymext. — Section  1833(a)(1)  of 

25  such  Act  (42  U.S.C.  13951(a)(1))  is  amended— 
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1  (1)  by  striking  "and  (V)"  and  inserting  "(V)"; 

2  and 

3  (2)  by  inserting  before  the  semicolon  at  the  end 

4  the  folkming:  ",  and  (W)  with  respect  to  marriage 

5  and     family    therapist     semces     under  section 

6  1861(s)(2)(BB),  the  amounts  paid  shall  be  90  per- 

7  cent  of  the  lesser  of  the  actual  charge  for  the  serv- 

8  ices  or  85  percent  of  the  amount  determined  for 

9  ])a\inent  of  a  psychologist  under  clause  (L)". 

10  (e)  Exclusion  of  ^Luiklvge  and  Family  Tiiera- 


11  PisT  SER\acES  From  Skilled  Nursing  Facility  Pro- 

12  SPECTIVE  Payment  System. — Section  1888(e)(2)(A)(ii) 

13  of  such  xVct  (42  U.S.C.  1395w(e)(2)(A)(h))  is  amended 

14  by  inserting  "marriage  and  family  therapist  sendees," 

15  aftei"  "(inalified  psychologist  senices,". 

16  (f)  Inclusion  of  Marriaije  and  Family  Tiiei{.v- 

17  pists    as    Practitioners    for    Asskjnment  of 

18  CLxVIMS.— Section  1842(b)(18)(C)  of  such  Act  (42  U.S.C. 

19  1395u(b)(18)(C))  is  amended  by  addhig  at  the  end  the 

20  following  new  clause: 

21  "(^^i)  A  marriage  and  famih'  therapist 

22  (as  defined  in  section  1861(ecc)(2)).". 
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1  SEC.  3.  COVERAGE  OF  MARRIAGE  AND  FAMILY  THERAPIST 

2  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  CERTAIN  SETTINGS. 

3  (a)  RuiiAL       Health       Clinics. — Section 

4  1861(aa)(l)(B)  of  the  Social  Security  Act  (42  U.S.C. 

5  1395x(aa)(l)(B))  is  amended  by  inserting  ",  by  a  mar- 

6  riage  and  family  therapist  (as  defined  in  subsection 

7  (ccc)(2)),"  after  "by  a  clinical  psychologist  (as  defined  by 

8  the  Secretaiy)". 

9  (b)  Hospice            Programs. — Section 

10  1861(dd)(2)(B)(i)(m)     of    such     Act     (42  U.S.C. 

11  1395x(dd)(2)(B)(i)(III))  is  amended  by  inserting  "or  mar- 

12  riage  and  family  therapist  (as  defined  in  subsection 

13  (ccc)(2))"  after  "social  worker". 

14  SEC.    4.    AUTHORIZATION    OF    MARRIAGE    AND  FAMILY 

15  THERAPISTS  TO  DEVELOP  DISCHARGE  PLANS 

16  FOR  POST-HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

17  Section  1861(ee)(2)(G)  of  the  Social  Security  Act  (42 

18  U.S.C.  1395x(ee)(2)(G))  is  amended  by  inserting  "mar- 

19  riage  and  family  tlierai)ist  (as  defined  in  subsection 

20  (ccc)(2)),"  after  "social  worker,". 

21  SEC.  5.  EFFECTIVE  DATE. 

22  The  amendments  made  by  this  Act  apply  with  respect 

23  to  ser-vices  furnished  on  or  after  November  1,  2007. 

O 
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